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SUBJECT: COMMENT ON POLITICAL SITUATION IN PAKISTAN 

REF: ISLAMABAD 4149 

1 . WE AGREE FULLY THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL AT THIS TIME TO 

HAVE SOME PUBLIC COMMENT AVAILABLE TO COUNTERACT ALLEGATIONS 
OF U.S. SUPPORT FOR BHUTTO'S OPPONENTS. SET FORTH BELOW IS 
THE PRESS GUIDANCE WHICH WILL BE USED BY THE DEPARTMENT IN 
RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS ON THE CURRENT POLITICAL SITUATION IN 
PAKISTAN. YOU WILL NOTE THAT IT FOLLOWS CLOSELY YOUR OWN 
RECOMMENDATIONS. YOU SHOULD USE THIS PRESS GUIDANCE IN 
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RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS POSED BY FOREIGN OR PAKISTANI 
JOURNALISTS. 

2. PRESS GUIDANCE: POLITICAL SITUATION IN PAKISTAN. 

Q. WHAT IS THE DEPARTMENT S REACTION TO ALLEGATIONS MADE IN 
PAKISTAN THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IS SUPPORTING PRIME 
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MINISTER BHUTTO'S OPPOSITION? 

A. WE ARE AWARE OF ALLEGATIONS MADE IN PAKISTAN OF U.S. 
INTERFERENCE IN THE PAKISTAN POLITICAL PROCESS ON BEHALF 
OF THE OPPOSITION. THESE ALLEGATIONS ARE BASELESS. THE 

USG HAS HAD NEITHER THE DESIRE NOR THE REASON TO MAKE ANY 
EFFORT TO SUPPORT PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO'S OPPOSITION OR 
TO INTERFERE IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS IN PAKISTAN. AND IT 
HAS NOT DONE SO. 

WE HAVE BEEN DISTRESSED BY THE LOSS OF LIFE, THE DESTRUCTION 
OF PROPERTY, AND THE DISRUPTION OF THE ECONOMY WHICH HAVE 
TAKEN PLACE THERE OVER THE PAST WEEKS. WE HOPE THAT THE 
PROLONGED POLITICAL CONFRONTATION THERE CAN SOON BE 
RESOLVED. WE HOPE THAT AN EQUITABLE SOLUTION TO THE 
COUNTRY'S POLITICAL PROBLEMS CAN BE FOUND SO THAT PAKISTAN 
CAN AGAIN ENJOY THE STABLE CONDITIONS IT NEEDS AND 
DESERVES. 

Q. DOES THE U.S. CONSIDER THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN 
IS ENGAGED IN THE VIOLATION OF BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
PURSUING ITS TACTICS TOWARD THE OPPOSITION? 

A. THE SITUATION IS EXTREMELY COMPLICATED WITH VIOLENCE 
BEING USED BY BOTH SIDES. AS WE HAVE STATED REPEATEDLY, 

WE REGRET VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS WHEREVER AND HOWEVER 
THEY OCCUR AND BY WHOMEVER PERPETRATED. WE HOPE THAT A 
PROMPT SETTLEMENT OF THE POLITICAL CONFRONTATION IN 
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PAKISTAN WILL ELIMINATE ALL RESORT TO VIOLENCE AND 
RESTRICTIONS ON FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS. 

Q. (IF RAISED) DO YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ON THE PRESENT 
NUMBER OF PERSONS DETAINED BY THE BHUTTO GOVERNMENT? 

A. WE HAVE NO INDEPENDENT INFORMATION ON THE NUMBER OF 
THOSE ARRESTED SINCE THE CONFRONTATION BEGAN. THE 
PAKISTAN GOVERNMENT TO OUR KNOWLEDGE HAS NOT ISSUED ANY 
FIGURE, BUT GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS HAVE INFORMALLY STATED 
THAT THE 28,000 NUMBER ALLEGED BY THE OPPOSITION IS 
"GREATLY INFLATED." 

Q. WAS THE DECISION TO SUSPEND A TEAR GAS SHIPMENT TO 
PAKISTAN DESIGNED TO SHOW DISPLEASURE WITH THE BHUTTO 
GOVERNMENT? 

A. THE DECISION HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH OUR 
POLICY TOWARD PAKISTAN. WE CHOSE NOT TO PROVIDE 
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RIOT CONTROL EQUIPMENT TO SECURITY FORCES IN CIRCUMSTANCES 
SUCH AS EXIST NOW IN PAKISTAN. 

VANCE 
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